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IXTY years ago, not even a king could have 


commanded the luxuries which surround 
plain Mr. Jones today. He summons music from 
the air. With a touch of his finger he brings light 
whenever it is needed. Even the air he breathes 
may be purified by the touch of science. 
Why can Jones, with his modest income, live 
in such luxury? Because of the work of research 
engineers, chemists, and metallurgists, of course. 
And—just as important—Zéecause you who pur- 
chase electric equipment have bought wisely. 
For you have given much of your business to 


manutacturers who have the facilities and the 


GENERAL @ ELECTRIC 


personnel to do effective research. This has made 
it possible for those manufacturers to keep scien- 
tists constantly at the task of making better 
equipment. And, because you have passed along 
to your customers the savings from the use of 
this better equipment, you have brought low- 
cost power to industry and made mass produc- 


tion possible. 


The wealth of plain Mr. Jones is a tribute to the 
co-operation which exists between wise buyers 
and progressive manufacturers. For it is cer- 
tainly wise buying which brings you not only 
today’s best product but the speediest way to 


better products tomorrow. 
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Industry Leaders Plan to Attend 
Sixth Annual E.E.I. Convention 


President Kellogg says Atlantic City meeting during June 6-9 affords 
greatest opportunity to get up to date on events and to crystallize ideas 
for the future — Value of meet enhanced by large attendance 


Final plans for the sixth annual con- The 
vention of the Edison Electric Institute 
to be held in Atlantic City, June 6-9, 
are nearing completion, with several 
prominent speakers scheduled to dis- 
cuss major problems affecting the in- 
dustry. 

“The past year has witnessed impor- 
tant developments for the electric util- 
ity industry and the coming year 
should witness many more,” Charles 
W. Kellogg, E.E.I. president, declared 
in urging utility leaders to gather for 
the annual meeting of the industry. 


President’s reception will be 
held Monday evening in the Rose 
Room of the Hotel Traymore and on 
Tuesday a luncheon and fashion show 
will be given at 1 p.m., in the grill- 
room of the Ambassador Hotel. The 
annual banquet is scheduled for 
Wednesday evening in the American 
ballroom of the Hotel Traymore. E. A. 
Lewis, vice-president and general man- 
ager of the Atlantic City Electric Com- 
pany, is handling reservations for the 
banquet. 

Every effort is being made to make 
this convention one of great interest 
to the industry, with important sub- 
jects to be discussed by prominent au- 
thorities. Mr. Kellogg will sound the 


Present great opportunity 


“The annual convention of the In- 
stitute furnishes the greatest oppor- 
tunity of the year to get up to date 


keynote address in opening the con- 
vention and discuss electrical develop- 
ment and the progress the utilities 
have made during the past year. 


Variety of subjects 


Ideas concerning the handling of 
power sales and methods of increasing 


them will be put forward for con- 
sideration. Other subjects of wide in- 
terest include advertising and _ pub- 


licity as a component of public rela- 
tions; analysis of electricity sales; ac- 
counting economies; building in the 
future for residential sales; trend of 
plant costs; ways to make customers 
like your company; customers and 
service; the outlook for private enter- 
prise; the future for financing private 
enterprise, and a _ discussion and 
demonstration of fluorescent _ foot- 
eandles and kilowatt-hours. The two 
world’s fairs to be held next year, one 
in New York and the other in San 
Francisco, will come in for wide dis- 
cussions. The utility industry is vi- 
tally interested in the two exposi- 
tions and splendid exhibits are being 
planned. 





on what has transpired and to crystal- — . —- ae 


lize ideas for the future, through see- 
ing and mixing with those engaged in 
the manufacture and sale of electricity 


Tuesday, 9:30 a.m. to 12 m. 
and with the manufacturers who make 


President’s Address—C. W. Kellogg, Presi- 
; . aie : dent Edison Electric Institute. 
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Commonwealth & Southern Corporation. 


“ . 
Conventions are a truly co-opera- _& Sout ‘ 
Stones for David’s Sling—H. S. Metcalfe, 


affair; their value to each is en- West Penn Power Company. 

hance ] > 7 2 Talk Analyzing Electricity Sales—H. A. 
d by the presence of every other Taser akaaat Uedknes Gocmesan. 

person who attends. Like all human 

affairs, you get from them only what Tuesday, 2:30 to 5 p.m. 

you Possible Accounting Economics—B. 8. 

put into them, but you must put odes, New York Concelidated Méiecn. 

in first by attending.” Building for the Future in Residential Sales 

Convention headquarters will be lo- 


—D. M. DeBard, Stone & Webster Service 
Corporation. 
cated at the Atlantic City Convention Cost of Plant—A. H. 


Kehoe, 





A Edison Company of New York, Ince. 

uditorium, with business’ sessions Ten Ways to Make Your Customers Like 
Your Company—J. BE. Davidson, Nebraska 

ae Tuesday, Wednesday and Power Company. 

hursday. Advance registration will 


¢ on Monday tintin at tie Head Wednesday, 9:45 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
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Customers and 


Fluorescent-Foot-Candles and 


Consolidated 


Report of Nominating Committee and Elec- 


Annual E.E.I. Convention Program 


The New York World’s Fair—Col. Jobn P. 


Hogan. 


The Golden Gate International Exposition— 


Col. J. Franklin Bell. 

Service—W. H. Harrison, 
American Telephone & Telegraph Company. 
Kilowatt- 
Hours. Display of Fluorescent Lamp Ap- 
plications—Ward Harrison, General Blec- 
tric Company. 


Wednesday, 7:30 p.m. 
Banquet. 
Award of Company Prizes. 


Thursday, 9:45 a.m. to 12 m. 


Individual Prize Awards—H. P. Liversidge. 

The Outlook for Private Enterprise in 
America—Dr. Virgil Jordan, The National 
Industrial Conference Board. 

Capitalism Without Capital—Dr. W. W. 
Cumberland, Wellington & Company. 

Installation of Officers. 
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Woes of Utility Industry Traced 


Directly to Washington Actions 


Alex Dow, veteran president of Detroit Edison, cites fears of what 
the government will do next as retarding buying — Sees summer lull, 


but is not selling city short, as local industry will recover 


Detroit Edison Company is _ not 
troubled by anything coming out of 
Washington except a lot of question- 
naires and additional taxes, Alex Dow, 
veteran president of the utility, de- 
clared last week at a luncheon of the 
Bond Club of New York. Many of the 
operating and financial difficulties of 
the public utility industry were traced 
directly to Washington. 

Charges that the utilities are holding 
back on construction programs to ex- 
pand facilities to aid the recession and 
hurt the New Deal were denied by 
Mr. Dow, who said that such assertions 
were ridiculous. 


NLRB interference 


Federal regulation as an_ interfer- 
ence with purely local business came 
in for sharp attack by Mr. Dow, who 
pointed out that while the NLRB does 
not bother his company it does bother 
many of his customers and gains a 
wedge because they sell goods in other 
states. 

While Mr. Dow questioned the com- 
petence of Washington bureaucrats to 
meet the day-to-day problems of indus- 
try and criticised the workings of some 
bureaus, he had nothing but praise 
for the Securities and Exchange Com- 
mission, the one federal agency which 
he thought was competent. 

A further slackening of business in 
the Detroit area was seen by Mr. Dow, 
who pointed out that the automobile 
companies are not making automobiles 
because people are not buying them. 
As to the reason for the lack of buy- 
ing interest, Mr. Dow said, his check 
of the views of people from “top to 
bottom” revealed that it was “fear of 
the future” and what the government 
would do next. 


Customers not buying 


Industrial customers of Detroit Edi- 
son are buying only about half of what 
they would if, in turn, their customers 
would buy from them. This situation 
was traced by Mr. Dow to the layoffs 
and part-time work of the automobile 
workers. He said that many families 
in Detroit are doubling up. However, 
he pointed out that he is not selling 
the city short, as local industry will 
recover and emerge from the depres- 
sion. 

The financial credit of Detroit Edi- 
son is good, Mr. Dow said. His com- 
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pany could get along quite a while 
and is not going broke. There was 
little likelihood of any new financing 
in the future, as Mr. Dow said that he 
would not exchange 114 per cent bank 
credit for bonds to finance present 
needs. 

Reviewing federal regulation of the 
utilities, the veteran utility operator 
declared that every one did not agree 
as to the wisdom of some of the things 
done in the past by certain utility 
operators. “When it comes to being 
immersed for our corporate sins in the 
waters of the New Deal, we find those. 
waters damnably cold,” Mr. Dow said. 
He added that while he did not ques- 
tion the “good intentions” of Washing- 
ton, such did not constitute wisdom. 

Among the electrical industry execu- 
tives at the speakers’ table were R. H. 
Tapscott, president of New York Con- 
solidated Edison; W. Alton Jones, 
vice-president of Cities Service; Wen- 
dell L. Willkie, president of Common- 
wealth & Southern; James F. Fogarty, 
president of North American; Floyd 
L. Carlisle, chairman of New York 
Consolidated Edison and Niagara Hud- 
son Power; George O. Muhlfeld, pres- 
ident of Stone & Webster; Philip G. 
Gossler, chairman of Columbia Gas & 
Electric; Charles W. Kellogg. chair- 
man of Engineers Public Service and 
president of E.E.I.; Gerard Swope, 
president of General Electric, and 
B. W. Lynch, president of Standard 
Gas & Electric. 


Utah Cities Granted 
Power Plant Rights 


Two major-size cities served by Utah 
Power & Light were granted the right 
to proceed with municipal power plants 
by a decision of the Utah state Su- 
preme Court last week. The court de- 
nied the petition of the utility per- 
manently to restrain Ogden, with a 
population of 15,000, from proceeding 
with its proposed $2,600,000 plant. 

Ogden City Council has adopted an 
ordinance to construct the plant, 
financing to be done through issuance 
of revenue bonds. The utility contended 
this would be a lien against general 
city revenue and thus bring the bonded 
indebtedness of the city above consti- 
tutional limits. The court denied the 






reasonableness of this contention and 
held that the city would not be morally 
obligated for the payment of the bonds, 

In a similar case the court some 
time ago ruled favorably to the city 
of Provo, with a population of 40,000, 
holding that the city would not he 
obligated to meet any deficiencies jp 
power plant operations from other rey. 
enues. The City Council has been peti. 
tioned for reconsideration of a munic. 
ipal plant through referendum vote, 
The mayor contends that with the 
authority granted him in the election 
two years ago he will proceed, in spite 
of the fact that the 1936 election gaye 
proponents a victory by less than 1 per 
cent margin. Utah Power & Light fran. 
chise expires January, 1940. 

The question of the Ogden plant will 
be submitted to voters in a special elec. 
tion to be called in the near future. 
An appeal from the court decision is 
expected. 

» 


Village in Wisconsin 
Quits Diesel Plant 


Faced with the necessity of provid- 
ing additional generating and distri- 
bution facilities to serve present cus. 
tomers and others desiring service. 
members of the village board and 
water and light commission of Plain, 
Wisconsin, have decided that it would 
be unwise to increase the heavy load 
of debt which burdened this Sauk 
county village. They voted unani- 
mously to ask the Wisconsin Power & 
Light Company to purchase the utility. 

When the public service commission 
set the sale price at $50,000 and the 
proposal was referred to the citizens 
they responded by voting 142 to 26 to 
approve the sale. Originally the vil- 
lage utility was a wholesale customer 
of the power company, but about four 
years ago a Diesel-powered generato! 
was installed. The village owned 2 
gasoline engine used for pumping W* 
ter, and this was hooked to another 
generator to serve as a standby. 

In recent months both machines 
have been operated to capacity fifteen 
to sixteen hours a day to carry the 
electric load. The change in owner 
ship brings the village lower electric 
rates and unlimited electric supply for 
present and future needs while wipe 
out the heavy debt load and avoiding 
necessity for future obligations to sup 
ply electric service. 


Rural Lines Authorized 


Pennsylvania Power & Light Com 
pany has been given permission by the 
State Public Utility Commission 
make fourteen rural electric line © 
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tensions 21 miles in length to serve 71 
customers in eleven counties. Metro- 
politan Edison Company will construct 
11 miles of rural extension, providing 
for 39 customers. 


Georgia Power Starts 
“Cruise of Happiness” 


A major appliance sales campaign, 
with a quota set at 7,500 units of resi- 
dential and commercial electrical ap- 
pliances, got off to a fine start when 
more than 500 employees and execu- 
tives of Georgia Power Company staged 


National Power & Light Accepts 
Offer to Sell Knoxville Property 


Directors to recommend stockholders accept $7,900,000 price for dis- 
tribution system — Price represents an increase of $400,000 over 
original offer — Transaction is first major step by TVA for outlet 


Government competition with private 
electric utilities drove a hard bargain 
last week when directors of National 
Power & Light Company, Electric 
Bond & Share System, accepted the 


1,000,000 shares of common stock of 
Tennessee Public Service and about 
85 per cent of the 50,000 shares of 
preferred stock. There are $7,000,000 
of 5 per cent bonds outstanding. 



































the annual banquet at the Atlanta Ath- TVA-city of Knoxville’s offer of David E. Lilienthal stated that 

letic Club. $7,900,000 for the electric properties of “Chairman Harcourt Morgan and I 
The second annual “Cruise of Hap- Tennessee Public Service Company. are gratified at the outcome of the 

| piness,” 70-day merchandise drive, is The transaction, if carried through negotiations.” He said that C. E. 
geared to public interest in a fashion on schedule, will represent the first Groesbeck. chairman of Electric Bond 
to attract buying of electric refriger- major utility purchase in the govern- & Share, and P. B. Sawyer, president 

5 ators, ranges, roasters, water heaters ment’s power program to buy facilities of National Power & Light, spokesmen 
and commercial appliances. for distribution of energy from its huge for the utilities, “manifested through- 

Quotas in the drive include 3,500 hydro developments. The price to be out a sincere desire to find a result all 

electric refrigerators, 1,673 electric paid for the Knoxville utility distribu- parties could agree upon under all cir- 
cookery units (the sale of one range tion system represented an increase of cumstances.” Mr. Lilienthal added that 
or two roasters will count as an electric $400,000 over the first proposal made “Mayor Mynatt and I tried to respond 
cookery unit), 844 water heaters, 127 the week before by Mayor W. M. in the same spirit. This contract en- 
gas ranges, 65 gas water heaters and Mynatt. courages me to believe that in the 

d 1300 commercial units (each $100 of National Power & Light directors near future in other pending situations 

af commercial appliance sales will be stated that the board had voted to in the Tennessee Valley region con- 

af counted as a commercial unit). recommend to stockholders acceptance tracts of this character may likewise 

me More than $3,500 in cash prizes will of the joint proposal made by Knox- take the place of litigation and con- 

id be won by salesmen under the various ville and TVA for the purchase of the flict so that all of us can devote our- 

mn, prize plans. Company sales champions, electric facilities. A special meeting selves wholly to constructive work.” 

Id to be determined on the basis of 1938 will be held in the near future to The proposal is similar to the one 

ad business, will be rewarded with a vote on the proposed purchase. Na- made July 16, 1934, but which was not 

uk luxurious cruise early in 1939. tional Power & Light owns all of the consummated because of litigation 
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by the CRUISE OF HAPPINESS -More than 500 Georgia Power employees gathered at the Atlanta Athletic Club to inaugurate a major 

ion sales campaign of 70 days, to end July 29. Exceptional values are being offered in electric ranges, refrigerators, roasters, water 

ne eX heaters and commercial equipment. Executives of the utility joined with the salesmen at the annual banquet for the gala sailing 
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brought by preferred-stockholders of 
the Knoxville utility. The contract does 
not include the Kingsport-Waterville 
transmission line and about $1,000,000 
of cash reserves, working capital and 
current assets, nor the street railway 
properties. American Gas & Electric 
had offered $1,292,000 for the trans- 
mission line over which Carolina 
Power & Light sent $900.000 of energy 
to Knoxville in the past twelve months. 
Efforts are being made to negotiate 
the sale of the street prop- 
erties. 


traction 


Original offer raised 


Knoxville originally offered $5,250.- 
000 for the electric distribution system. 
This was later raised to $6,088,000 and 
accepted. In the original offer bond- 
holders were to receive 9614, the offer- 
ing price to the public. No agreement 
on price for the bonds has been an- 
nounced so far. 

It is estimated by Knoxville that 
when the city takes over the electric 
system and sells TVA power its cus- 
tomers will save approximately $1,015.- 
000 annually; the city will make 
$900,000 a year on the operations of 
the system; all bonds will be retired 
in 20 years through systematically re- 
ducing the debt $420,000 a year; and 
provide for taxes equivalent to those 
now paid by the utility. After these 
payments the city would be left with 
a profit, it is said. 

In the purchase the city will pay 
$5.375.000 and the TVA the remainder 
for properties outside of Knox County. 
Since 1934 Tennessee Public Service 
has made improvements and extensions 
of about $800,000. The city estimates 
that it may spend about $1.000.000 on 
facilities to take TVA power. 

The next step in TVA negotiations 
with private utilities is with Memphis 
Power & Light. another Electric Bond 
& Share unit. Memphis has part of its 
municipal system under construction to 
take TVA power. Mr. Sawyer has con- 
sulted with city officials on the sale of 
the properties and these negotiations 
are now going forward. When the audit 
of the Commenwealth & Southern 
properties is completed negotiations for 
the sale of these facilities will be 
undertaken. 


Unit to Get TVA Power 

The Northwest Mississippi Electric 
Power Association has filed formal ap- 
plication with TVA for electric power 
for 23 towns in northwest Mississippi, 
President A. B. Friend of Sardis an- 
nounced. The territory embraced in 
the association has an area of 4,500 
square miles and a_ population of 
235,000. The area is now served by 
Mississippi Power & Light Company. 
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Appliance Salesmen in Milwaukee 


Curb Price Cutting Through Pact 


Union makes it a violation of contract to market merchandise below 
list price — Action prevents chiseling in retail selling and splitting of 
commissions — System has gained desired reforms 


Vigorous efforts to prevent price 
cutting as a sales inducement and the 
demoralization of the retail electric 
appliance market have met with success 
in the Milwaukee area. The Retail 
\ppliance Salesmen’s Union, A. F. of L. 
afhliate, has been able, through agree- 
ment with employers, to fill the gap 
where manufacturers, distributors and 
associations have been unable to effect 
a curb through rules and agreements. 

The union makes it a violation of 
contract for merchandise to be sold 
for less than the list price or to give 
more than the maximum trade-in allow- 
Co-ordinated efforts 
duced the desired results. 

For a long time the Wisconsin Radio, 
Refrigerator and Appliance Association 
has been trying to eliminate chiseling 
in retail selling. One dealer reported 


ance. have pro- 


that 95 per cent of the sales of appli- 
ances were at a cut price. He declared 
that there were instances where sales- 
men and dealer were splitting commis- 
sions, with the result that retail sales- 
men had very little income. 

While Wisconsin fair trade law is 
designed to prevent price cutting, the 
measure has never proved very effective. 


It was pointed out that distributor 








REFRIGERATION SHOW —Opening the sixth annual Electric Refrigeration Show 


quotas of appliances had to be moved 
and competition to make sales led to 
dollar trading. 

It was this condition which led Phil. 
lip F. Koerner, union organizer, to step 
into the picture after he had lined up 
the retail furniture salesmen and es- 
tablished a closed shop. Furniture 
stores were limited to opening two 
nights a week. This hurt their appli- 
ance business because electrical dealers 
were open six nights a week. Soon the 
union lined up the appliance salesmen 
and contracts were worked out in a 
fashion which would aid the dealer to 
maintain prices and earn a margin of 
profit on sales. 

Shoppers are employed by the union 
and any dealer found chiseling is sub- 
ject to summary action. One owner, it 
was said, was given the choice of a 
$200 fine or picketing. He paid the 
fine. The situation is working out satis- 
factorily to all parties. 

° 


Lansing Lets Contracts 


Contracts totaling $307,825 _ have 
been awarded by the Lansing Board 
of Water and Electric Light Commis- 
sioners in connection with the board's 


F 


held recently in Buffalo. L. to r—Walter S. Schmidt, vice-chairman of the —s 
Herbert I. Sackett, president of Electrical League of the Niagara Frontier; Merrill 


Skinner, vice-president of Buffalo, Niagara & Eastern Power; Dr. Francis E. Fr 
city health commissioner of Buffalo, and F. L. Riehle, chairman of the 
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new $3,000,000 Ottawa street power 
plant. The general contract for con- 
struction of the building, exclusive of 
the framework and foundations, was 
awarded to the Reniger Construction 
Company of Lansing, for $278,296. 
The $23,250 bid of Hatzel & Buehler. 
Inc.. New York, for electrical work 
was accepted, and the contract for 
installation of the boiler room control 
board went to the Bailey Meter Com- 
pany of Cleveland at $6,279. 


ResearchChampioned 


by New Englanders 


The value of scientific investigation 
as an important aid to recovery was 
stressed last week at “Research Day” 
meetings in five states, held simul- 
taneously and organized by the Engi- 
neering Societies of New England, Inc.. 
the New England Council and other 
co-operating bodies. 

President Karl T. Compton of the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 
who delivered the keynote address, em- 
phasized the necessity for abandoning 
futile political nostrums and support- 
ing research as a vastly better avenue 
toward prosperity. 

“I venture to affirm,” Dr. Compton 
said, “that if one-quarter of the money 
that has been poured down the finan- 
cial pump for priming purposes had 
been wisely devoted to research and 
development of industrial products we 
would not now be faced with another 
pouring of money down the same 
hole.” He saw research as a powerful 
method of securing employment, good 
wages, good profits and good govern- 
ment, which, he declared, “are pre- 
eminently the urgent needs of the 
American people at present.” 

Other speakers at various centers 
were Dean V. Bush of M.I.T.; Dr. H. E. 
Howe, editor, and D. H. Killifer, 
Journal of Engineering and Industrial 
Chemistry; President Ralph Earle and 
Prof K. G. Merriam, Worcester Poly- 
technic Institute; J. F. Tinsley, vice- 
president and general manager, Cromp- 
ton & Knowles Loom Works; A. H. 
@Arcambal, Pratt & Whitney, Hart- 
ford; Dr. W. J. Hale, Dow Chemical 


Company, and Dr. C. C. Furnas, Yale 
Niversity. 


Sacramento Plant Delayed 


Directors of the Sacramento Mu- 
meipal Utility District have delayed 
indefinitely the question of construct- 
ng a steam-electric generating plant 
Prior to the outcome of condemnation 
Proceedings to acquire the electric dis- 
tribution lines of the Pacific Gas & 
Electric Company. 
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New England Council 


CHAMPIONS OF RESEARCH—left to right—President Karl T. Compton of M.I.T.; 

New England Council Director W. C. Bell, vice-president New England Power Asso- 

ciation; G. J. Esselen, research consultant; D. H. Killifer, Engineering and Industrial 

Chemistry, and Dudley Harmon, executive vice-president New England Council, at 
“Research Day” luncheon in Boston last week 


Condemnation Suit 
Filed by District 


Public Utility District No. 2 of 
Pacific County, Washington, has filed 
a condemnation suit on the Willapa 
Electric Company’s facilities serving 
Raymond and a portion of the Willapa 
Valley. Officers of the power district 
asked the Pacific County Superior 
Court at South Bend to fix a purchase 
price on the properties. 

Attached to the petition was a reso- 
lution by power district commissioners 
authorizing issuance of $330,000 in 
revenue bonds which the district ex- 
pects to sell to buy the properties. The 
district also seeks condemnation of the 
Pacific County portion of a transmis- 
sion line from Raymond to Aberdeen. 

New York Trust Company and the 
Milwaukee Land Company also were 
named defendants because of asserted 
trust deed and easement interests. 


Affirms Rights of States 


Henry H. Blood, Governor of Utah, 
has declared the interests of the four 
upper Colorado River basin states 
would be protected in any decision on 
southern California proposals for 
Boulder Dam rate concessions. Gov- 
ernor Blood met with Gov. Teller 
Ammons of Colorado and representa- 
tives of New Mexico and Wyoming at 
a conference on water problems _in- 
volving those four states. 


Governor Blood said specific prob- 
lems discussed included southern Cali- 
fornia’s application for a reduction in 
Boulder Dam power and interest rates 
and a proposal by Los Angeles author- 
ities for a contract with the federal 
government to allow the city to use 
secondary power from the dam. 


Telephone Petition 
for Damages Denied 


Arkansas Utilities Commission has 
issued an order ruling that electric 
utility companies and rural electric co- 
operatives shall not be required to com- 
pensate telephone companies for in- 
ductive interference with their lines. 
Inductive interference, as defined in the 
order, is a “noise on the telephone 
line sufficiently audible to the human 
ear to interfere with conversation.” 
The commission held, however, that 
the power companies are liable if con- 
struction of their lines causes physical 
damage to the telephone lines. 

The commission’s order was in re- 
sponse to a petition filed by the in- 
dependent telephone companies in the 
state requesting that certificates of 
necessity and convenience granted for 
construction of rural electric lines 
should be conditioned to provide for 
this compensation. The Arkansas State 
Telephone Association, representing in- 
dependent companies, filed the peti- 
tion, which was opposed by the Arkan- 
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sas Power & Light Company and the 
REA. 

In issuing the order, the commission 
explained that there are two types of 
telephone construction in general use. 
One is the metallic line, which has two 
wires and is not susceptible to induc- 
tive interference. The other is the 
grounded type, which has only one wire 
and is very susceptible to the inter- 
ference. If the interference is to be 
eliminated, the commission stated, the 
telephone companies must convert their 
grounded lines to the metallic type. 


New England Power 
Taxes Up 14% in °37 


Taxes paid by the New Eng- 
land Power Association during 1937 
amounted to more than $9,036,000, an 
increase of $1,087,135 over 1936, ac- 
cording to the annual report for 1937, 
signed by Frank D. Comerford, chair- 
man of the board. 

Commenting on this tax bill, Mr. 
Comerford pointed out that it was 
equal to the annual wages of 6,000 
workers earning an average of $1,500 
each per year, and added tiat on the 
basis of proposed legislation, it is 
probable this will be stepped up. 

Consolidated earnings for 1937, were 
$5,728,587, equal, after preferred di- 
vidends, to $1.87 per share of common, 
against $1.85 per share in 1936. Elec- 
tric output of 2,428,000,000 kw.-hr. in 
1937 set a new record and was a gain 


of 48,000,000 kw.-hr. over 1936. 


Graybar Awarded Houston 
Airport Equipment Contract 


Department of Public Works, Hous- 
ton, Tex., has awarded a contract to 
the Graybar Electric Company, New 
York, N. Y., for airport lighting equip- 
ment, wire and cable for lighting sys- 
tem and other electric facilities at the 
municipal airport at $25,308. An award 
for the installation of the system and 
equipment has been let to the J. S. 
Copeland Electric Company, M. & M. 
Building, Houston, on a bid of $31,435. 


Public Service Cuts 
Rate on Dividend 


Directors of the Public Service Cor- 
poration of New Jersey last week de- 
clared a dividend of 50 cents a common 
share for the second quarter, payable 
June 30, as forecast by Thomas N. 
McCarter, president, at the recent an- 
nual meeting of stockholders. 

First quarter dividend was paid at 
the former prevailing rate of 65 cents 
a common share. 
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Westinghouse Plans 
$12,000,000 Outlay 


Robertson says company will “do 
its share” to aid in revival 
of business 


Westinghouse Electric & Manufac- 
turing Company will spend approxi- 
mately $12,000,000 this year on new 
buildings, new machinery and equip- 
ment, and other improvements in the 
company’s offices in a move to “do its 
share” to aid business revival, A. W. 
Robertson, chairman, announced this 
week. 

Mr. Robertson said that “no agency 
alone can prime the business pump,” 
as he pointed out that the expenditure 
of his company, which approximates 
that of last year, was being made be- 
cause of faith that a revival of busi- 
ness is coming “plus our natural desire 
to do our part in effecting a return of 
prosperity and employment.” 

It was pointed out by Mr. Robert- 
son that there is a difference in the 
expenditures this year and those of 
1937. Last year, he said, the outlay was 
to keep up with mounting demands on 
the company for increased production, 
whereas this year’s appropriations are 
made principally on faith that busi- 
ness conditions will improve and on the 
company’s desire to be ready for in- 
creased production when it comes. 

“The stimulus of these expenditures 
will be felt directly in scores of com- 
munities and states,” Mr. Robertson 
said. “This program extends all the 
way from Boston, where a warehouse 
and service building will be erected. to 
Emeryville, Calif., which will get two 
new buildings, equipment and repairs.” 

About $2,000,000 will be spent in 
the New England area, $1,500,000 in 
New Jersey, $6,500,000 in Pennsyl- 
vania, $600,000 in Ohio, $200,000 in 
Maryland and $50,000 in Indiana. 
About $5,000.000 of the total will go 
for equipment, including new ma- 
chinery. 

; * 


West Penn Power Aids 
Cooking School Series 


Gratifying results have been obtained 
by the West Penn Power Company as 
a result of its first important dealer 
co-operative programs in load, building 
through a series of 35 cooking schools 
being conducted by General Electric 
range dealers and distributors. 

It is reported that the program has 
been successful both in creating im- 
mediate business and in building for 
peak season profits. Immediate sales 
of electrical appliances have been made 


at the schools with additional prospects 
secured. It was said that the majority 
of the schools held so far have pro. 
duced at least two immediate range 
sales and a substantial number of pros. 
pects. 

Total attendance at the first thirteen 
schools held was 917, with one school 
reporting 271 in attendance. 


N.E.M.A. Holds Spring 
Meet at Hot Springs 


A graphic report of the first three 
years of activities of the Business De. 
velopment Committee of the National 
Electrical Manufacturers’ Association 
was presented at the spring conference 
of the Association held at Hot Springs, 
Va., May 15 to 20. The conference, 
which had more than 60 meetings 
scheduled for the week, drew an at- 
tendance in excess of 400. 

Business development activity, it was 
stated by Chairman C. E. Swartzhaugh, 
has created a_ better understanding 
among N.E.M.A. members of the ben- 
efits of cooperation of other branches 
of the industry, which in_ itself has 
made the program worth all that it 
has cost. 


Six programs covered 

The graphic presentation covered six 
programs, selected from among. the 
more than 20 business development 
activities being conducted under the 
direction of the committee. These pro- 
grams, which covered street and high- 
way safety lighting, rural electrifica- 
tion, institutional safety, electric weld- 
ing, modern kitchens and _ adequate 
wiring, were analyzed from the stand- 
point of original purpose, market po- 
tential, promotional methods and media. 
accomplishments and possibilities. 

The street and highway safety light- 
ing campaign, according to N. 6. 
Symonds, envisions 50,000 miles costing 
between 125 and 150 million dollars 
and the saving annually of 6,000 lives. 

More than 155 local kitchen mod- 
ernizing bureaus had been established 
by the end of the second year of the 
campaign, it was reported by Roger 
Bolin. Last year some 23 utilities that 
had been keeping records reported the 
sale of 25.647 electric kitchens. 

R. T. Stafford reported that the 
farm electrification program expected 
to reach through publicity approx 
mately 95,000,000 people within the 
balance of the year. The welding 
program, according to B. D. Christian. 
is rapidly widening its influence. Sev- 
eral cities expect to have new building 
codes shortly permitting welding. The 
program of the bureau of institutional 
safety was presented by Matthew 
Porosky. 
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Engineers at Lenox Meeting See 


Electrical Application Advances 


A.LE.E. gathering draws upward of 300 members and guests — 
Application problems draw wide discussion — Refinements in equip- 
ment design are capitalized in field work— Hold open house 


Upward of 300 members and guests 
of the American Institute of Electrical 
Engineers gathered at Lenox, Mass., 
last week for the northeastern district 
meeting, featured by discussions of ad- 
vances made in industrial electrical ap- 
plications and equipment design. Open 
house was kept by the General Electric 
Company’s Pittsfield works and other 
important industries. 

Reasonable motor-starting current 
limitations by power companies based 
on distribution system capacities rather 
than size of motor were advocated by 
T. J. Brosnan, Buffalo. He also stressed 
the importance of voltage analysis in 
system planning and customer rela- 
tions. It was pointed out that since 
1932 complaints about voltage have 
been reduced 75 per cent at Buffalo 
through distribution system moderniza- 
tion. 


Voltage regulators 


P. E. Benner and G. S. Lunge, Sche- 
nectady, reviewed the characteristics of 
present-day voltage regulators in rela- 
tion to service requirements and selec- 
tion, contending that the majority of 
systems need both generator and feeder 
regulators for maximum efficiency and 
flexibility of operation. 

The effectiveness of field voltage sur- 
veys on rural lines of the Central Hud- 
son Gas & Electric system, with the 
application of regulators and utilization 
of 2,400/4,160-volt, three-phase, Y-con- 
nected, four-wire multiple ground neu- 
tral and also 4,800-volt delta circuits for 
this class of service was discussed by 
G. H. Landis. The former has been 
adopted for standard use. Mr. Landis 
decried the use of either series or shunt 
capacitors in rural work as a general 
Practice on account of limitations of 
voltage control and the large resistance 
Component common to such circuits. 


Distribution surveys 


R. W. Burrell and W. E. Appleton 
outlined the procedure in making sys- 
tematic voltage distribution surveys on 
the Consolidated Edison and New York 
& Queens systems, looking toward bi- 
‘nnial or even triennial investigations 
of this type as conditions improve elec- 
trically, 

The existing 5-kv. limit for joint line 
“onstruction with communication com- 
panies be raised to 7.5 kv., on account 
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of the value of the latter in rural dis- 
tribution, as a normal maximum was 
urged following a_ brief 
Graphic meters were favored in rural 
line voltage studies over indicating in- 
struments on account of the importance 
of primary regulation. The compen- 
sated type of step regulators was also 
advocated to meet shifting load center 
conditions. 

a Vogel, Westinghouse, showed 
that the arrangement of insulation at 
the corners of transformer windings is 
of great importance. If the area under 
maximum stress is free from air, con- 
sistent test arrangement with the square 
corner theory can be obtained and 
“from factors” developed 
purposes. 

Karl B. McEachron, General 


tric, general 


discussion. 


for design 


Elec- 
convention chairman, 
pointed out that multiple strokes to 
transmission line conductors must be 
considered in protection set-ups and 
that devices for lightning protection 
should not include mechanical motions 
with their time requirements. 
Extended studies were reviewed of 
multiple stroke measurements on the 
American Gas & Electric system at 
Roanoke, Va. The data indicated use- 


ful information as to the number of 
successive discharges required to cause 


protector tube operation. The moving 
film photographs secured of direct dis- 
charges showed many of low current 
value which appeared unlikely to be 
damaging to connected apparatus. 

Philip Sporn and I. W. Goss, Amer- 
ican Gas & Electric, discussed protec- 
tor tube operation on the basis of five 
years service. Line outages have been 
reduced 50 per cent on the average 
and 89 per cent on one line. Tube 
life is partially solved, but careful 
analysis is essential to proper applica- 
tion. Weathering qualities of the tube 
need further study. 

E. J. Wade, General Electric, pre- 
sented an analysis of the American 
Gas & Electric data indicating that 
tube life would probably not be lim- 
ited by erosion of the tube bore, but 
rather by the weathering of the out- 
side surface. 

* 


Seneca Petition Dismissed 


FPC has adopted an order dismiss- 
ing the petition filed last year by the 
Seneca Nation of Indians of New York 
to intervene and become a party to the 
proceedings before the commission on 
the application of the Niagara Falls 
Power Company to divert through its 
Project No. 16 an additional 275 cu.ft. 
per second of Niagara Falls water. 
The Indians’ petition was based on a 
claim by the Seneca Nation to the 
lands occupied by this large hydro- 
electric project, the adjacent waters, 
and a share in the annual charges for 
their use. 





A.LE.E. MEETING—At the A.I.E.E. meeting at Lenox, Mass., last week. L. to r.— 
F. F. Brand, G.E. chief engineer at Pittsfield; K. B. McEachron, G.E., Pittsfield, and 
convention chairman; H. S. Knowlton, ELtectricaL Wortp New England editor; H. H. 
Henline, secretary A.LE.E.; Prof. W. H. Timbie, M.L.T.; G. Ross Henninger, editor 
of Electrical Engineering: A. C. Stevens, G.E., Schenectady and vice-president North- 
eastern District; C. S. 


Rich, chairman technical program committee; A. Boyajian, 


chairman Pittsfield section 
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Morgan Airs Charges 
Before Senate Group 


Charges that the majority of the 
TVA board has failed to execute its 
public duty and _ responsibility was 
made this week by Dr. Arthur E. 
Morgan, ousted chairman, before the 
special Senate investigating committee. 
Dr. Morgan charged that it has not 
been an honest administration of a 
great public trust. 

Specifically he laid before the com- 
mittee the following six points: 


1. Inaccurate and misrepresentative re- 
ports to the President, the Congress and 
the public by the majority of the TVA 
board. 


2. Mismanagement of the power pro- 
gram. 

3. Lack of candor in statements to the 
Congress and the public concerning the 
power program. 

4. Improper and misleading accounting 
reporting and publicity in reference to 
the “yardstick.” 


5. Collusion, conspiracy and mismanage- 
ment in administration. 

6. Subservience to political and other 
special considerations. 

“My whole purpose is to strengthen 
the Tennessee Valley Authority,” Dr. 
Morgan declared as he stated his posi- 
tion and said that he considered TVA 
to be of great value to the American 
people. 

Dr. Morgan accused Director David 
E. Lilienthal of making “persistent 
attempts” to misrepresent the attitude 
of Commonwealth & Southern in its 
negotiations with the TVA for the sale 
of its properties. It was also charged 
by the former chairman that TVA con- 
tracts for sale of power to large in- 
dustrial concerns had cancellation and 
curtailment clauses in the interest of 
the concerns which do not protect the 
right of the public agencies as re- 
quired by the TVA act. 

The joint Senate and House com- 
mittee called Dr. Morgan to air his 
charges. Harcourt A. Morgan and Mr. 
Lilienthal are scheduled to air their 
views before the committee. 


Loses Santee-Cooper Appeal 


The United States Supreme Court 
this week refused to review a lower 
court decision dismissing an attempt 
of the Duke Power Company to enjoin 
a PWA allotment of $6,000,000 to the 
South Carolina Public Service Author- 
ity for the Santee-Cooper development. 

° 


Name March Contest Winners 


Edgar H. Dowson, salesman for the 
United Illuminating Company of New 
Haven; Patrick Lago, St. Lawrence 
County Utilities, and Milton R. Whip- 
ple, Public Service Company of New 
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Hampshire, have been awarded prizes 
of $10 each by the National Electric 
Water Heating Council of the Modern 
Kitchen Bureau for the best letters in 
March on “How I Sell Electric Water 


” 


Heaters. 
& 


City Hall Plant Abandoned 


Milwaukee Common Council’s joint 
finance and buildings committee has 
voted 7 to 2 to abandon all proposals 
to install a modern heating and power 
generating plant in the city hall and 
instead recommended the purchase of 
power and heat from the Milwaukee 
Electric Railway & Light Company. 


eelings 


Edison Electric Institute—Annual conven- 
tion, Atlantic City, N. J., June 6-9. 
Bernard F. Weadock, managing director, 
420 Lexington Avenue, New York, N. Y. 


Public Utilities Advertising Asseciation— 
Annual convention, Detroit, Mich., June 
12-15. 

Wisconsin Municipal Utilities Association— 
Annual convention, Marshfield, Wis., June 
16-17. J. J. Jedwabny, secretary, Men- 
asha, Wis. 

Society of Chemical Industry — Annual 
meeting, Ottawa, Canada, June 20-22. 


American Society of Heating and Ventilat- 
ing Engineers—Summer meeting, The 
Homestead, Hot Springs, Va., June 20-22. 
A. V. Hutchinson, secretary, 51 Madison 
Avenue, New York, N. Y. 

American Society of Mechanical Engineers 
—Semi-annual meeting, St. Louis, Mo., 
June 20-24. C. E. Davies, national secre- 
tary, 33 West 39th Street, New York, 
oe 

American Institute of Electrical Engineers 
—Summer convention, Washington, D. C., 
June 20-24. Pacific Coast Convention, 
Portland, Ore., August 9-12. H. H. Hen- 
line, national secretary, 33 West 39th St., 
New York, N. Y. 

Canadian Electrical Association — Annual 
convention, Seigniory Club. Province of 
Quebec, Canada, June 22-24. B. C. Fair- 
child, secretary, 804 Tramways Bldg., 
Montreal, Que. 

National Electrical Credit Association—An- 
nual convention, Hotel Statler, Detroit, 
Mich., June 23-24. 


Economics Conference for Engineers—An- 
nual meeting, Stevens Engineering Camp, 
Johnsonburg, N. J., June 24-July 2. 

American Society for Testing Materials— 
Annual meeting Chalfonte-Haddon Hall, 
Atlantic City, N. J., June 27-July 1. H. 
KE. Hess, assistant secretary, 260 South 
Broad Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 

American Association for the Advancement 
of Science — Summer meeting, Ottawa, 
Canada, June 27-July 2. 

World Power Conference—Vienna sectional 
meeting, August 25—-September 2. Execu- 
tive committee, U. S. National Committee, 
World Power Conference, 4 Irving Place, 
New York, N. Y 

Illuminating Engineering Society—Annual 
convention, Nicollet Hotel, Minneapolis, 
Minn., August 29-September 1. A. D. 
Cameron, general secretary, 51 Madison 
Avenue, New York, N. Y. 

Indiana Electric Association—Annual con- 
vention, French Lick, Ind., September 29— 
October 1. Tom C. Polk, secretary, 607 
So aan Terminal Bldg., Indianapolis, 

nd. 








Move Made to Limit 
Power Loans of PWA 


Efforts to limit the scope of PWA 
activities in the new spending-lending 
program met with strong opposition 
from the Norris-Rankin power bloc 
when the Senate subcommittee recom- 
mended that no PWA funds should be 
made available to cities to build power 
plants in competition with utilities. 

It was felt that such a move would 
renew investor confidence in the utili- 
ties and pave the way for expanded 
industry construction. It was also felt 
that the move would be direct action 
by the Administration to show its co- 
operation and the lifting of its attacks 
on the utilities. 

After a White House conference 
Senate Majority Leader Alben Barkley 
stated that he would substitute an 
amendment which would restrict the 
PWA power loans to those cities in 
which the utilities had refused a “fair 
and reasonable” offer to sell facilities. 

Utility leaders have felt, as indi- 
cated by investor confidence, that 
where the threat of municipal compe- 
tition exists expansion of facilities is 
out of the question because new capi- 
tal cannot be obtained from the pub- 
lic. It is felt now that it is up to Pres- 
ident Roosevelt to say whether there is 
to be further subsidized municipal 
competition or the utilities given as- 
surance that funds invested in plants 
will be protected. 

* 


Employees Honor Doherty 


Employees of the vast Cities Service 
organization throughout the country 
celebrated on May 13 the sixty-eighth 
birthday of Henry L. Doherty, presi- 
dent and founder of the Cities Service 
Company. Birthday observances were 
held in 9,000 communities in 38 states 
and Canada to mark the anniversary. 

New York employees paid tribute to 
Mr. Doherty at a party in the recrea: 
tion auditorium at Sixty Wall Tower, 
Cities Service headquarters. For many 
years Mr. Doherty has made it a prac: 
tice to attend the New York celebra- 
tion. This year, however, he was ul 


able to attend because of illness. 
2 


TVA Awards Contracts 


Aluminum Company of America, 
Inc., Pittsburgh, Pa., has been awarded 
a contract by Tennessee Valley Aw 
thority, Knoxville, Tenn., for a quantity 
of aluminum conductor for rural elec 
tric lines, at a price of $14,111. TVA 
has also placed an award with the 
Johnson City Foundry & Machine Con- 
pany, Johnson City, Tenn., for steel for 
intake gate rail support towers at 
Chickamauga dam for $43,300. 
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PROTECTION -to 2 New Degree 


L-M LIGHTNING ARRESTERS 
TCL ALLL 


THE L-M ISOLATOR | game ">" — 
Gives You These Advantages = vy —— 


PREVENTS OUTAGES 


The Isolator on L-M Lightning Arresters 
eliminates outages dué to grounding 
of circuits through damaged arresters. 


INDICATES DAMAGE 


The ground lead on the L-M Arrester 
drops free when the Isolator functions, 
INDICATING to your lineman where 


arrester replacement is needed. 


SAFE CONSTRUCTION 


The L-M Isolator is’ Bakelite-housed. 
A pocket inside its upper electrode 
contains a combustible powder which 
acts only if the arrester permits con- 
tinued flow of follow current : : : is un- 
affected by normal arrester functions: 


FAST OPERATION 


Should the arrester become damaged, 
permitting continued flow of follow cur- 
rent, the powder in the Isolator acts in- 
stantly, disconnecting the ground lead. 


IN ADDITION to the new Isolator, 
l-M Arresters bring you the L-M 
protective features that have won the 
complete confidence of utility men 
e erywhere ... fast, rugged ladder -_ 
p...Granulon Valve Material of = a eraae 
jh surge capacity . . . double seal- ; 
J against moisture .. . transparent 
REX housing. Ask your L-M repre- 
itative for complete facts. 
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E. S. Cornell ae: 
Delta-Star Electric Company Be Bate fed 


Corporati 


F. C. Jones N.E. 
Okonite Company 


G. M. Haskell, General Cable Corporation; G. T. Dunklin, Westinghouse Electric 


& Manufacturing Company; C. R. Donovan, N.E.M.A. staff More than { 


conference 
with the sp 
ample time 


planned this 


T. C. Kelley, Westinghouse Electric & Manufacturing Company; P. J. Moore, 
General Electric Company; K. H. Runkle, General Electric Company; C. B. 
Stainback, Westinghouse Electric & Manufacturing Company 





H. B. Donley, Westinghouse Electric & Manufactur- 
ing Company; W. E. Sprackling, Anaconda Wire. & 
Cable Company; C. E. Swartzbaugh. Swartzbaugh 


i 
Manufacturing Company 


Porcel oT 


rporati 
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EVAT HOT SPRINGS 


ed people attended the annual N.E.M.A. spring 
ngs, Va., May 15 to 20. As has been customary 
the sping, the program was so arranged as to allow 
No set schedule of sports was 


than f 


rence 


> time Mor recreation. 
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Arthur A. Berard 
Ward Leonard 
Electric Company 


J. E. N. Hume 
General Electric 
Company 
E. ro Allis 
Louis Allis Company 
Louis Allis 
Louis Allis Company 
H. A. Jones 


General Electric 
Company 


H. W. Young 


Delta-Star Electric Company 


R. F. Tinnerholm 
General Electric Company 


W. H. Taubert 
Corning Glass Works 


G. V. Smith 
Ohio Brass Company 






























































THE OKONITE COMPANY 


| 1938 marks our 60% yew: 


Born with the electric industry, The Okoniie 
Company has progressively kept pace with the 
crowth and changing needs of power com- 
panies through sixty years of specialized 
experience in manufacturing insulated wires 
and cables. 


From such special vantage point, Okonite has 
seen the important happenings in the career 
of this great industry. Over the years, we have 
watched the marvelously rapid yet efficient 
development of the electric utilities’ genera- 
tion, transmission and distribution plants. 


Their domestic electric service has been a 
major contribution to the national health, 
comfort and convenience. The power service 
from their lines has largely caused that vast 
industrial expansion to be found only in 
America. Our world leadership in standards 
of living and other modern progress could 
not have been accomplished without this un- 
paralleled service and enterprise. 


We hail these utilities as the keystone of our 
national electrical structure and as one of the 
main foundations of our economic system. 





Founded 1878 


EXECUTIVE OFFICE: 
HAZARD INSULATED WIRE WORKS DIVISION 


New York Boston Seattle Buffalo 
Philadelphia Los Angeles Pittsburgh 


KONITE QUALITY CANNOT BE WRITTEN 


PASSAIC, NEW JERSEY | a 
THE QOKONITE-CALLENDER CABLE CO.. INC: 


Chicago Dallas Detroit Atlantc 
St. Louis Washington San Francisc 
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Energy production holds 1.5% 
rise over April low — Still 


is 10.5% under 1937 


With the production of 1,967,807,000 
kw.-hr. during the week ended May 21, 
virtually identical with that of the 
preceding week, the electric light and 
power industry maintained the gain 
of 29,000,000 kw.-hr. previously regis- 
tered over the low point at the end of 
April, according to figures announced 
by the Edison Electric Institute. The 
new total is 10.5 per cent under the 
corresponding output a year ago and 
0.3 per cent above that of 1936. 

While no pronounced changes have 
occurred in these ratios during the past 
month, there seems to be a trend 
toward the narrowing of the gap be- 
tween current figures and those re- 
ported in 1937. The disparity was 
about 3 per cent at the beginning of 
the year. It increased to a maximum 
of 11.6 per cent at the end of April. 

Regional losses compared with a 
year ago are holding to the pattern of 
other recent weeks. They range from 
about 3 per cent in the Middle Atlantic 
and West Central to 23 per cent in the 
Mountain region. 


Weekly Output, Millions Kw. Hr. 
1938 1937 1936 


May 21.1,968 May 22..2,199 May 16..1,962 
May 14.1,968 May 15..2,195 May 9..1,948 
May 7.1,9389 May 8..2,176 May 2..1,929 
Apr. 30.1,9389 May 1..2,194 Apr. 25..1,933 
Apr. 23.1,951 Apr. 24..2,188 Apr. 18..1,915 
Apr. 16.1,958 Apr. 17..2,173 Apr. 11..1,934 


Cooking Equipment Sales 
for Counter Use Increase 


Sales of electric grills and coffee 
makers and other electric cooking 
appliances used at up-to-date lunch 
bars and behind drugstore counters ac- 
counted for more than 68 per cent of 
the total sales of commercial electric 
cooking equipment reported to the 
Commercial Electric Cooking Council 
for 1937. 

Seventy-six of the 104 utility com- 
panies reporting announced that they 
plan more extensive sales activities in 
the field of commercial electric cooking 
during 1938. 


Seattle Contracts Awarded _ 


Board of Contracts and Awards, 
Seattle, Wash., has awarded contract 
to Fritz Ziebarth, Long Beach, Calif., 
°r construction of six power transmis- 
sion lines for two circuits from the 
Municipal hydro-electric generating 
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Per Cent Change from Previous Year 


Week Ending 

Region May 21 May 14 May 7 

New England......... —12.7 —11.4 —11.4 
Middle Atlantic wees 3.5 —3.0 — 3.3 
Central Industrial... . . —17.1 —16.6 —17.7 
West Central......... —3.4 —46 — 5.5 
Southern States....... — 9.4 —10.4 — 8.6 
Rocky Mountain...... —23.1 —22.6 —21.3 
TE 6 cicencaatuwes — 6.3 —6.1 — 8.7 
United States..... —10.5 —10.3 —10.9 


plant at Skagit to city limits, about 
116 miles, at $165,800. An award for 
installing equipment in new South 
power substation at Fourth Avenue 
South and Spokane Street, Seattle, has 
been made by the board to the Indus- 
trial Electric Company, Seattle, on bid 
of $79,050. 


Electrical Interests Form 
Wiring Bureau at Spokane 


Spokane, Wash., electrical contrac- 
tors, wholesalers, contractor-dealers 
and utility executives organized a local 
adequate wiring bureau at a meeting 
held recently. A. E. Schanuel, field 
representative of the National Bureau, 
made the presentation, with approxi- 
mately 70 in attendance. 

Harry Rogers, manager of the Gen- 
eral Electric Supply Corporation, pre- 
sided as temporary chairman and the 
following officers were elected: R. J. 
Franks, chairman; Charles H. Barrett, 
vice-chairman; H. C. Bender, secretary- 





treasurer. Mr. Bender will be in charge 
of the Washington Water Power Com- 
pany’s participation in adequate wiring 
promotion. 


Texas Utility Planning 


New Generating Unit 


Houston Lighting & Power Company 
plans the expenditure of $2,876,664 this 
year on its construction and improve- 
ment program. 

The program includes a new steam- 
electric generating station of 25,000 
kw. to cost $1,450,000. Other items in- 
clude the expansion of distribution 
facilities, $685,045; transmission, $109,- 
000; substation facilities, $101,656; 
new meters, $175,000; new trans- 
formers, $100,000; rural extension, 
$75,000, and miscellaneous, $81,000. 

Sam R. Bertron, Jr., president, stated 
that “barring a spread of the fear- 
fever in business it appears to us that 
1938 will be a year in which the ter- 
ritory served by the company will see 
a continuing development and expan- 
sion.” 

Mr. Bertron reported that 8,679 new 
customers were added to the lines in 
1937 and that 6,000 more new cus- 
tomers would be added this year. 


Orders for Air Conditioning 
Drop 44% in First Quarter 


Orders booked for air-conditioning 
systems and equipment during the first 
quarter, as reported by 125 manufac- 
turers, totaled $10,216,825, against $18,- 
294,552 in the same period last year, 
a decrease of 44 per cent, according to 
the Department of Commerce. Orders 
booked by these firms during March 
were $3,883,581, against $3,677,370 for 
February, a gain of about 6 per cent, 
and against $8,632,193 for March, 1937, 
a loss of about 55 per cent. 

Of the totals for the first quarter 
periods, orders booked by the air- 
conditioning group of manufacturers 
were $5,523,604, compared with $11,- 
093,650 in 1937. Orders booked by the 
fan group were $2,813,713, against $4,- 
567,041; orders by the unit heater 
group were $1,879,508, against §$2,- 
663,861. 

* 


Moves Chicago Offices 


General Cable Corporation announces 
the change in address of its Chicago 
office from 20 North Wacker Drive 
to 111 North Canal Street. The con- 
solidation of office and warehouse pro- 
vides complete facilities for the con- 
tinuation of prompt and _ satisfactory 
service. 
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Campbell Named President 
of New England Properties 


Floyd D. Campbell, since 1933 presi- 
dent of the Staten Island Edison Cor- 
poration, has been elected president of 
the New England Gas & Electric Asso- 
ciation, with headquarters at Cam- 
bridge, Mass. He succeeds Frank H. 
Golding, who has been president since 
1929. Mr. Golding becomes chairman 
of the board, also retaining the chair- 
manship of various subsidiaries, which 
latter position he has occupied for sev- 
eral years. Isaac T. Haddock, who has 
been vice-president of the association 
and of varous subsidiaries, after 34 
years’ connection has retired from some 
of his connections, but continues an ac- 
tive interest as vice-president and direc- 





F. D. CAMPBELL 


tor of the Cambridge Gas and Worces- 
ter Gas companies and as director of 
the New Bedford Gas & Edison Light 
and Cape & Vineyard Electric com- 
panies. 

Mr. Campbell is a native of Illinois 
and has been active in the utility indus- 
try for nearly 20 years. His first service 
was with the General Gas & Electric 
Corporation, at the end of the World 
War, and covered engineering and op- 
erating tasks in connection with various 
subsidiaries. In 1924 he became gen- 
eral superintendent of the Pennsylvania 
Edison Company at Easton and also 
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assistant general manager of the New 
Jersey Power & Light Company, Dover. 
From 1927 to 1929 he was general 
manager of the South Carolina Elec- 
tric & Gas Company, Columbia, S. C., 
then going to the Staten Island com- 
pany as vice-president and _ general 
manager. 

Mr. Golding’s career includes ex- 
tended service with the Branford 
(Conn.) Light & Water Company as its 
builder and manager; the general man- 
agership of the Dayton (Ohio) Light 
Company, and terms as vice-president 
and general manager of the Ohio Power 
Company, Canton, Ohio; Rockford 
(Ill.) Electric Company and Atlantic 
City (N. J.) Electric Company. He has 
been connected with the New England 
Gas & Electric Association since 1927. 


> Wirtiam K. Oppyke, advertising 
manager and editor of publications for 
the Warren Telechron Company since 
1928, has resigned that position to 
establish a specialty type of industrial 
relations organization. 


> Arcu Rosison has resigned as vice- 
president and general manager of the 
Central Ohio Light & Power Company. 
He had been in charge of the company’s 
operations at Findlay for nine years. 
FRANK C. LANDERS, who has a _ back- 
ground of 25 years experience in the 
public utility field, has been appointed 
to succeed Mr. Robison. Mr. Landers 
was formerly vice-president and general 
manager of the Louisiana Ice & Electric 
Company, Alexandria. 


> W.H. Hunt was elected by acclama- 
tion as president of the Manitoba Elec- 
trical Association. 


> W. O. Situ, district sales manager 
of General Electric Supply Corpora- 
tion, has been elected president of the 
Electrical League of Utah, succeeding 
W. A. Huckins, Utah Power & Light 
Company. G. W. Forsberg is vice- 
president. Elias Strong, Utah Power 
& Light Company, was named manager, 
a new position created as a result of 
the retirement as executive secretary of 


R. E. Folland. 


PEOPLE 






Oliver Iron & Steel Elects 
T. F. Smith President 


At the meeting of the board of direc- 
tors following the recent annual meet- 
ing of the stockholders of Oliver Iron & 
Steel Corporation, Theodore F. Smith, 





Harris & Ewing 


executive vice-president, was elected 
president of the corporation. Harry F. 
Devens, president for the past five years, 
was made chairman of the board. 

The following directors were re- 
elected for the coming year: Henry 0. 
Rea, James C. Rea, Charles Oliver, Wil- 
liam J. Crittenden, D. L. Frawley, 
Harry F. Devens, Theodore F. Smith 
and John Jenkins. 


> Crossy Fievp has been elected pres 
ident of the American Society of Re- 
frigerating Engineers. Following grad- 
uation from Cornell University Mr. 
Field was employed by the General 
Electric Company, Schenectady. He 
later engaged in private consulting 
practice and subsequent connections 
followed with Standard Aniline Prod- 
ucts, Inc., National Aniline & Chem- 
ical Company and since 1923 he has 
been vice-president of the Brillo Man- 
ufacturing Company, president and di- 
rector of Flakice Corporation and 
president and director of the Chemical 
Machinery Corporation and the Chem- 
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ical Machinery Construction Company. 
He is a member of the American As- 
sociation for the Advancement of Sci- 
ence, American Society of Mechanical 
Engineers, American Institute of 
Chemical Engineers and the American 
Chemical Society. 


>C. L. OsTERBERGER, formerly mer- 
chandise manager of Louisiana Power 
& Light Company, New Orleans, has 
been made general sales manager. 


> Water I. DotBeare has been ap- 
pointed manager of the Williamsburg, 
Va., office of the Virginia Electric & 
Power Company, succeeding F. U. 
Ross, who has been transferred to 
Portsmouth, Va. Mr. Dolbeare was 
formerly connected with the Blackstone 
Valley Gas & Electric Company. 


>H. BircHarp TAyLor, consulting 
engineer of Philadelphia, has been 
elected president of the Navy League 
of the United States. Mr. Taylor has 
long been identified with hydraulic 
engineering, and has been in close 
touch with some of the major water 


power developments both in this coun- 
try and abroad. 


>L. B. Bonnett, fermerly purchasing 
agent of the Brooklyn Edison Com- 
pany, is now assistant engineer of de- 
sign and planning of the Consolidated 
Edison Company, New York. He will 
assist Vice-President H. R. Woodrow. 
Mr. Bonnett became associated with 
the Brooklyn Edison Company in 1923 
as inside plant engineer in the inside 
plant bureau, electrical engineer’s de- 
partment. He held that position until 
1926, when he went to the purchasing 
department as purchasing agent. LUKE 
K. Murpuy, formerly acting district 
manager of the Pearl Street district 
office, commercial relations, has be- 
come manager of the Brooklyn pur- 


chasing department, succeeding Mr. 
Bonnett. 


>C. M. Witson, sales manager of the 
General Electric radio sales division, 
Bridgeport, has relinquished those du- 
lies to become district appliance sales 
manager for the company in the New 
England area, with headquarters in 
Boston. He will succeed M. B. Con- 


holly, resigned. 


> Witttam Artuur has been appointed 
Philadelphia district office manager of 
Allis‘Chalmers Manufacturing Com- 
pany, to succeed the late J. E. Wray. 
Mr. Arthur, who is widely known for 
is engineering contributions to electric 
traction, had been the company’s spe- 
cial representative for railway traction 
and mercury-are rectifiers in the East 
since 1931, attached to the New York 
and Philadelphia offices. For six years 
Prior to his connection with the com- 
pany he was manager of the traction de- 
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partment and assistant to the vice-presi- 
dent of the American Brown Boveri 
Electric Corporation until its electrical 
activities were absorbed by Allis- 
Chalmers. Earlier in his career he was 
connected with the Westinghouse Elec- 
tric & Manufacturing Company, the 
New York, New Haven & Hartford elec- 
trified lines and engaged in consulting 
engineering. 


>L. T. M. Ratston, formerly eastern 
divisional manager, has been appointed 
head of a new national user sales de- 
partment in New York City, according 
to an announcement by J. A. Harlan, 
manager of Kelvinator’s commercial 
division. The new department will pro- 
vide a central source for all engineer- 
ing, contact, installation and billing on 
sales to chain stores and similar busi- 
ness of national scope. Mr. Ralston has 
a background of more than twenty-five 
years experience in heating and ven- 
tilating and air-conditioning engineer- 
ing and sales work. He has been con- 
nected with Kelvinator since 1936. 


OBITUARY 


Henry A. Tremaine 


Henry A. Tremaine, pioneer in elec- 
tric lighting and co-founder of Gen- 
eneral Electric’s lighting headquar- 
ters at Nela Park, Cleveland, died May 
12 in New York, at the age of 85. 

Born in Brownsville, N. Y., Mr. Tre- 
maine had a long and successful career 
in numerous enterprises. He devoted 
most of his attention in the early days 
to the National Electric Lamp Com- 
pany, which later merged with the 





General Electric Company. For 42 
years he was closely associated with 
the late J. B. Crouse of Cleveland. 

In 1901 Mr. Tremaine and Mr. 
Crouse were joined by B. G. Tremaine, 
his cousin, the late F. S. Terry, and 
J. Robert Crouse in founding the Na- 
tional Electric Lamp Company (man- 


ufacturer of incandescent lamps) ot 
Cleveland, Ohio, with plants located 
in many parts of the country. 


> JoserpH GoopMAN, chief transformer 
engineer, General Electric Company, 
Ltd., Birmingham, England, _ died 
February 22. Mr. Goodman was a 
member of the Institution of Electrical 
Engineers and of the Institution of 
Mechanical Engineers. 


> Cart G. SCHLUEDERBERG, vice-presi- 
and general manager of the Ford In- 
strument Company, Long Island City, 
N. Y., died at Cleveland, Ohio, on 
April 9. After following the Westing- 
house Electric & Manufacturing Com- 
pany’s training course and after a 
year in Europe he became electrical 
and mechanical engineer for the 
United Coal Company, Pittsburgh. 
One year later, in 1910, he became 
a commercial engineer for Westing- 
house. He remained with the com- 
pany for almost 25 years, serving in 
various departments at East Pittsburgh 
and later as general manager of the 
company’s plants at South Bend, Ind., 
and Cleveland, Ohio. Dr. Schlueder- 
berg was the author of many papers 
and articles on chemistry and electro- 
chemistry. He was a member of the 
American Institute of Electrical Engi- 
neers, the American Electrochemical 


Society and the American Chemical 
Society. 


> Dr. ANATOLI C. SELETZKY, associate 
professor of electrical engineering at 
Case School of Applied Science in 
Cleveland, Ohio, died at Lakeside Hos- 
pital, Cleveland, May 11, of double 
pneumonia, after an illness of three 
weeks. He was not yet 33 years of age 
and was looked upon as one of the most 
brilliant and most promising young 
electrical engineers in the country. A 
native of Volynia, Russia, he came to 
this country and studied at Johns 
Hopkins University, where he was 
awarded his Bachelor of Science degree 
in electrical engineering in 1927. After 
practical experience with the Brooklyn 
Edison Company and the Westinghouse 
Electric & Manufacturing Company, he 
returned to Johns Hopkins to study and 
was awarded his Doctor of Engineering 
degree in 1930. The same year he was 
appointed to the electrical engineering 
staff at Case School of Applied Science, 
Cleveland. He was the author of many 
technical papers on electric circuit 
theory, power transmission lines, trans- 
formers and amplifiers and was fre- 
quently called upon as an expert con- 
sultant in patent cases involving these 
subjects. Dr. Seletzky was a member 
of the national committee on measure- 
ments of the American Institute of Elec- 
trical Engineers. 
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Carrier Announces 
April Sales Rise 


Sales of Carrier Corporation for this 
April were not only greater than April, 
1937, but, excepting March, 1937, were 
the greatest of any month in the his- 
tory of the business, L. R. Boulware, 
general manager, has reported. April 
marks the first time since last Septem- 
ber that a month’s sales have gone 
ahead of the corresponding 30-day 
period of a year ago. 

“In spite of the increase of this April 
over last,” Mr. Boulware said, “the 
four months to date are still very sub- 
stantially behind the first four months 
of 1937. . . . Sales for the first four 
months of 1938 are, however, 45 per 
cent ahead of those booked in the first 
four months of 1936. The increased 
April sales do not necessitate any in- 
crease in the manufacturing rate, as 
shipments on these orders will be made 
largely from inventory that has been 
built up during the winter against this 
expected spring and summer de- 
mand...” 

e 


Domestic Copper 
Price Drops to 9c. 


Unfavorable domestic copper _ sta- 
tistics for April, followed by declining 
prices abroad, last week sent domestic 
copper down 1 cent to a price of 9 
cents a pound, Valley. Provided a 
firmness develops in prices in the Lon- 
don market, observers this week were 
hopeful that this price might be main- 
tained. 

This change in domestic copper 
prices was the first since January 28 
this year, when the 10-cent price was 
established, and was the lowest do- 
mestic copper price since October 7, 
1935. Corresponding changes were re- 
ported in finished copper products, 
with bare wire down 1 cent to 125 
cents a pound, weatherproof wire being 
quoted at 1334 cents and magnet wire 
at 14% cents. 

The copper industry was hopeful of 
improved domestic copper statistics in 
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April, but this failed to materialize. 
While production of both refined and 
blister copper was curtailed, deliveries 
were also smaller than the previous 
month’s, so that stocks of refined cop- 
per in the United States gained 12,878 
tons, bringing the total supply to 355,- 
663 tons, largest since the end of 1934. 
Since the peak in copper deliveries 
normally comes in the spring, it is not 
likely that any substantial improve- 
ment will come before fall. Meanwhile, 
it seems probable that domestic pro- 
duction will be further curtailed dur- 
ing the summer months at any rate. 


Westinghouse Makes 
Revision of Salaries 


A readjustment of employees’ salary 
rates effective June 1 has been an- 
nounced by Westinghouse Electric & 
Manufacturing Company. The revision 
to 90 per cent of present salary rates 
will affect 13,000 salaried employees, 
including all executives. 

George H. Bucher, president, stated 
that it has always been the policy of 
the company to maintain its salary 
base rates equal to or above the rates 
for similar work paid by other repre- 
sentative companies in the same com- 
munity. “With changes in community 
levels,” he said, “it becomes necessary 
from time to time to adjust salary 
base rates.” 

It was pointed out by Mr. Bucher 
that the volume of incoming business 
is below that of a year ago. 

Bonus payments to employees will 
be 3 per cent of basic pay in May, as 
compared with 1 per cent in April. 


Approve Allis-Chalmers Plan 


Stockholders of Allis-Chalmers Man- 
ufacturing Company at their recent 
meeting approved an amendment to 
cancel authorization for 162,000 shares 
of preferred stock of $100 par value. 
The shares were authorized in June, 
1937. Inadvertently it was reported in 
the May 14 issue that the amendment 
was rejected. 


AND MARKETS 


“Crusade” Launched 
by Nash-Kelvinator 


Nash-Kelvinator Corporation launched 
a movement last week in Lincoln, Neb., 
called the National Salesmen’s Crusade, 
the slogan of which is “Sales Mean 
Jobs.” With Lincoln and the surround- 
ing territory as a “proving ground,” 
Nash-Kelvinator executives and sales- 
men are setting out “to prove that 
sound, persistent selling methods are 
effective today, as they always have 
been,” George W. Mason, president, 
stated. This activity will be the fore- 
runner of a nationwide campaign, in 
the Kelvinator organization, based on 
the “Sales Mean Jobs” principle. 

Back of the salesmen’s crusade is the 
belief that if the salesmen of America 
can be made to realize how vitally im- 
portant their efforts are to the general 
economic welfare of the nation a real 
step will have been made in the direc- 
tion of lasting recovery. 

- 


McGraw Electric Reports 
Record Four Months’ Sales 


Sales of Toastmaster Products dur- 
ing the first four months of 1938 were 
the largest for that period of the year 
in the company’s history, according to 
K. C. Gifford, general sales manager, 
McGraw Electric Company. The in- 
crease has made it necessary to start 
production ahead of schedule in the 
new $250,000 plant recently completed 
at Elgin, Ill. 

Looking ahead to a continued im 
crease in the company’s business, Mr. 
Gifford stated it is now busy completing 
its merchandising and advertising plans 
for next fall. Mr. Gifford attributed 8 
large share of the sales increase t 
consistent advertising. 

© 


1938 Water Cooler Models 


Four models of General Electric 
water coolers with increased capacities 
and other refinements in constructio? 
are among the improvements being fea 
tured in the 1938 line of water coolers 
announced by H. T. Hulett, manage 


ExecrricaL Wort + May 28, 1938 








s+ @& @ 


6 OY 


n 


le 


Lf & 


C- 


ur: 
are 
par 

to 
eT, 


tart 
the 
ted 


in- 
Mr. 
ting 
lans 


is 


ctric 
sities 
ction 
, fea- 
olers 
nagel 


| 1938 





of the commercial refrigeration sec- 
tion, specialty appliance sales division, 
General Electric Company, Nela Park, 


Cleveland. 
* 


Manufacturers Make 
Sales Assignments 


Electrical manufacturing and allied 
companies have recently made the fol- 
lowing assignments to their sales 
staffs: 

Bendix Home Appliances, Inc., has re- 
cently reorganized its national sales ter- 
ritories and created several new divisions 
with a manager for each. The new divi- 
sional managers and their territories as 
announced by Judson S. Sayre, vice-presi- 
dent in charge of sales, are: J. T. Dalton, 
eastern New York and Pennsylvania; C. J. 
Laufersweiler, southern Ohio, Indiana and 
northern Kentucky; R. C. Cameron, Chi- 
cago and Milwaukee; G. L. Godfrey, 
Minnesota and the Dakotas; S. R. Kemp, 
Kansas, Missouri, southern [Illinois and 
Arkansas; C. D. Mitchell, the southeast. 
R. F. Hotton and C. B. Graves have been 
added as special sales representatives. 
H. E. Richardson has been appointed as 
regional manager of Iowa and will set 
up a direct dealer operation in that state 
for the distribution of Bendix Home 
Laundries. 

Portable Plating & Equipment Com- 
pany of Chicago (formerly the Nickel- 
Chromium Plating Corporation) has ap- 
pointed Howard A. Squires, sales engi- 
neer, Boston, Mass., as its New England 
representative. 

e 


Line Material Buys Building 
for Transformer Production 


Outgrowing recent enlargements of 
the South Milwaukee, Wis., plant, the 
distribution transformer business of the 
Line Material Company now demands 
additional manufacturing capacity. In 
order to provide for this growth and to 
release space at South Milwaukee for 
other production the company has pur- 
chased a modern factory building with 
135,000 sq. ft. of floor area at Zanes- 
ville, Ohio, and is now equipping it 
with the necessary machinery for pro- 
duction. 

Zanesville is the ninth plant in the 
Line Material chain, others outside 
of South Milwaukee being situated at 
Barton, Wis.; Gary, Ind.; Oneida, 
N. Y.; Stroudsburg, Pa.; Birmingham, 
Ala; Toronto, Ont. and Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil. 


ES 


New York Metal Prices 


May 17, 1938 May 25, 1938 


— “s — per 
‘oun ‘ound 
Copper electrolytic...  10.00* 9..00* 
#ad Am. S. & R. price. 4.50 4.25 
Numony percubae cha 12.75 12.00 
mickel NN erecta 35.00 35.00 
roo ees e ee 4.40 4.40 
Ale ND sae ees 37.10 37.25 
uminum, 99 per cent. 20.00 20.00 


* Delivered Connecticut Valley. 
a 
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Field Reports on Business 


The general trend of business continues sideways, with indications that 


strong forces are being exerted to prevent a sharp drop this summer. 


Utility orders are small, with buying limited to present needs. There has 


been some pick-up in home building in some sections. 


NEW ENGLAND 


Bids are being received in this district 
for two 6,000-kva. generators that are to be 
installed in a new hydro-electric plant be- 
ing built for a Maine paper company. Re- 
cently two 6,000-kw. steam turbine units 
were purchased through manufacturers 
represented in this district and will be 
used in a Texas oil power plant. Synchro- 
nous motors are attracting interest; re- 
cently several ranging from 150-600 hp. 
were bought and will be installed soon; a 
prominent pump manufacturer reports an 
encouraging trend in the sale of pumping 
units and notes sales of 300-hp. and 250-hp. 
pumping units during the past fortnight. 

Small motor buying is running ahead 
of the volume reported for April and in- 
quiries are increasing for small switches 
and control equipment. Line materials 
are steady; the New England Power Com- 
pany has petitioned for permission to ex- 
tend lines across Webster to Oxford, Mass. 
Pole and crossarm purchases have in- 
creased during the current month and line 
hardware and wire sales show more 
strength. 

New construction supplies for residences 
are in better demand as compared with 
last month. Distributors are hopeful of 
a large increase in the movement of marine 
electrical equipment on the resumption of 
activity in local shipyards which is ex- 
pected soon on the allotment of contracts 
pending for a large amount of merchant 
marine work. 

Merchandise sales for the current month 
will show an encouraging trend as com- 
pared with April. A western Massachu- 
setts utility in six weeks promoted the 
sale of 430 electric refrigerators and 48 
ranges. During the past week 119 refrig- 
erators were sold in Vermont and range 
sales maintained an equally high level. 


PACIFIC COAST 


Buying morale apparently reached its 
lowest in mid-April and is slowly regain- 
ing strength, though recent decreases in 
copper wires and certain roughing-in sta- 
ples still tend to cut industrial and con- 
struction purchases to bare maintenance 
quantities. Improvement in department 
store and in dealers’ sales generally is 
noticeable, though far from sufficient to 
move last year’s models of refrigerators 
and radio sets before 1939 models arrive. 

San Francisco exposition construction 
is now approaching its electrical peak, 
with the distribution system, fixture work 
for special palaces and electric fountain 
equipment now under way. Lighting of 
main buildings will be industrial, based 
upon a 1,000-watt Alzak aluminum deep 
bay reflector, mounted upon curving girders 
of roof. School construction predominates 
in building permits of average small city 
and practically every local bond issue has 
been approved by voters. 

Industrial business is steady, though 
cautiously placed and with few sizable 
orders. It includes $4,000 of turbine parts 
for Southern Pacific Railroad, warehouses 
and an office building for the Union 
Pacific in Los Angeles, a projected Swift 


packing plant in Vernon with four-, five- 
and six-story structures, a $500,000 produce 
building in San Francisco, ten shop motors 
ranging from 3 to 60 hp. for Western 
Pacific Railway shops in Sacramento, and 
switchgears and 225-hp. motors for gold 
dredges. 

Heavy winter rainfall is recording itself 
in decreased purchasing of pumping and 
irrigation equipment. 


NEW YORK 


Very little change is noted in business 
conditions in this area. The seasonal 
pick-up has been slow, with buying limited. 
Utilities are purchasing only what is 
necessary, with future commitments de- 
layed until the political skies clear. Of 
prime importance is the final attitude of 
the Administration toward furthering its 
competitive power program through PWA 
loans and grants. The Norris-Rankin 
“power bloc” raised such a ruckus against 
the move to prevent PWA funds being 
used to foster competition that a lively 
battle is in prospect. 

Additional contracts have been made 
for space in the New York World’s Fair 
calling for large expenditures for exhibits. 
Lighting is occupying a great deal of 
attention and providing new business. 

The drop in copper prices, foreshadowed 
by the rise in stocks, has led some to 
believe that prices may be trimmed on 
other metals. A great deal of thought is 
being given to the prospects of a general 
price drop in all lines of commodities 
and materials to stimulate buying. 


CHICAGO 


Seasonal influences exacted their toll 
last week as further declines were in evi- 
dence. Reports showed that virtually 
every line suffered some contraction in 
activity and more concern developed over 
the summer outlook. Sentiment was less 
optimistic because of the increased num- 
ber of layoffs and wage cuts which have 
been enforced. 

In spite of the unfavorable conditions 
at present, the opinion is still pretty gen- 
eral that a very strong recovery movement 
will be under way this fall. This view- 
point is particularly true in the electrical 
industry, where so many orders are tem- 
porarily postponed and the number of in- 
quiries of the “if and when” variety is 
especially large. Furthermore, it is ex- 
pected utilities will rapidly increase buy- 
ing at the first signs of improved business 
conditions. 

At present purchases of electrical equip- 
ment, with few exceptions, are steadily 
falling off. The continued curtailing of 
industrial activity is pinching sales more 
and more. The larger household appli- 
ances are falling further below last year’s 
figures each month. The outlook for elec- 
tric ranges, however, is particularly en- 
couraging as dealers report a steadily in- 
creasing volume. The city electrical de- 
partment is asking bids on 1,650 pole- 
mounting transformers and 220,000 ft. 
314-in. fiber conduit. 
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Utility Stocks Firm; Bonds Stronger 
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Utility stocks remained relatively firm this week, with the “Electrical World” index 
off 0.1 point to 26.4; index year ago, 32.8. While utility bonds closed lower on Tuesday 
last, they were stronger in the week, with the index at 99.8 


Edison Stockholders 
8 a 
Approve Financing 

Sale of $72,000,000 to $75,000,000 
Commonwealth Edison Company mort- 
gage bonds and debentures, recently 
approved by stockholders, is but a 
step in the company’s general plan of 
financing, James Simpson, chairman, 
said. “We hope, as soon as conditions 
justify, to proceed with our program 
of refunding or retiring certain of the 
remaining publicly owned securities of 
subsidiary companies,’ Mr. Simpson 
continued. “Our ultimate objective is 
to simplify the consolidated capital 
structure of Commonwealth Edison 
Company and its subsidiaries and ef- 
fect a marked reduction in the ratio 
of the amount of bonds and preferred 
stocks to the total consolidated capi- 
talization.” 

The proposed issue of not less than 
$39,083,195 nor more than $42,303,840 
of convertible debentures will bear a 
3% per cent interest rate and mature 
in 20 years, Mr. Simpson said. It will 
be offered through “rights” to stock- 
holders at par and each $100 princi- 
pal amount of debentures will be con- 
vertible into four shares of Common- 
wealth Edison Company stock. Record 
date for the “rights” issuance will 
probably be June 9, he said, and the 
rights to subscribe will expire June 
24. Each share of stock will have the 
right to subscribe for $5. 


* 
Utility to Cut Par Value 
Monongahela West Penn Public 


Service Company, a subsidiary of the 
American Water Works & Electric 
Company, has filed a declaration under 
the Holding Company Act covering the 
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reduction in par value from $25 to $15 
a share of 284,098 shares of common 
stock, SEC has announced. A surplus 
of $5,840,980 will be created by the 


reduction. 
® 


Board Sets Conditions 


for $8,000,000 Stock Issue 


Northern States Power Company, 
Eau Claire, Wis., will be permitted to 
issue $8,000,000 of common stock for 
refinancing purposes provided it meets 
a number of requirements set forth 
by the state Public Service Commission 
as follows: 

That it cancel a sum of $8,980,000 
of a $17,000,000 debt owing to the 
Northern States Power Company of 
Minnesota, an affiliate, and add it to 
the Wisconsin company’s surplus; that 
it transfer, out of surplus, $4,000,000 
to the depreciation reserve; that it in- 
crease its annual depreciation allow- 
ance $210,000; that it temporarily take 
the entire claimed value of $1,500,000 
on the Cornell hydro plant out of its 
claimed rate base until the property is 
used for utility purposes, and that it 
write off the books a $680,125 bond 


discount. 
* 


Shawinigan Shareholders 
to Vote on New Set-Up 


Julian C. Smith, president of the 
Shawinigan Water & Power Company, 
has announced that a special meeting 
of shareholders of the company had 
been called for June 15 for the pur- 
pose of considering a by-law enacted 
by the directors calling for a reduc- 
tion of capital and simplification of 
the company’s balance sheet. 

The proposal involves elimination, 
through a single operation, of an item 





of $4,555,450 of unamortized bond 
premium, discount and expense which 
normally would be written off by an. 
nual appropriations over a period of 
years. It would result in a correspond. 
ing reduction in the stated value of 
the company’s 2,178,250 issued shares 
of common stock from $72,118,447 to 


$67,562,997. 
. 


Files $18,000,000 
Bond Issue 


Consolidated Gas, Electric Light & 
Power Company of Baltimore has filed 
with the SEC a certificate of registra- 
tion for the issuance of $18,000,000 of 
30-year 314 per cent bonds to be known 
as Series O. Proceeds are to be used 
to refund $18,000,000 of 30-year 334 
per cent bonds, known as Series K. 
The latter, which are callable at 105 
on 60 days’ notice, were sold in No- 


vember, 1934. 


Stock Increase Approved 


Shareholders of the Holyoke Water 
Power Company, Holyoke, Mass., at a 
special meeting held recently author- 
ized the company to increase its out- 
standing capital stock from 24,000 
shares to 240,000 shares, Robert E. 
Barrett, president, announced. The 
par value of the stock was reduced 
from $100 to $10 and the authorized 
capital was increased from $3,000,000 
to $6,000,000. 

Directors of the company also were 
authorized to issue additional shares, 
notes and other evidences of indebted- 
ness from time to time as they may 


deem advisable. 
* 


Seeks to Cut Directorate 


Directors of the Washington Water 
Power Company have voted to submit 
to the annual meeting of the stock- 
holders on June 6 a proposal to re- 
duce the size of the board of directors 
from fifteen to nine members, L. E. 
Morse, secretary-treasurer of the com- 
pany, has announced. 





Earnings Reports (Utilities) 





Net Income 
1988 1937 
*The Detroit Edison 

and subs.............$7,972,665 $10,718,982 
*Pub. Serv. Corp. of od 
N. J. and subs.......23,275,320 24,951,874 
*Tampa_ Electric....... 1,504,846 1,412,430 
*Arkansas Pwr. & Lt.. 1,323,891 1,361,744 
*Dallas Pwr. & Lt..... 1,606,575 1,517,398 
*Idaho Power.......... 1,592,167 1,219,288 
*Louisiana Pwr. & Lt.. 1,061,182 1,022,486 
*Carolina Pwr. & Lt... 2.479.029 — 2,366,300 


*Tennessee Pub. Serv.. 508,351 360,918 


7Pacific G. & E. and 


SOE avec vce tus cess cet 25,202,035 
Columbia G. & E. and es 

ieee ala oteaealiene 13,629,263 11,289,486 
*Louisville G. & E. — 

(Del.) and subs. ..... 1,573,786 1,482,759 


* Twelve months ended April 30. 
+ Twelve months ended March 31. 
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INTERCOMMUNICATING SysteEM — While 
the new intercommunicating telephone de- 
veloped by Telephone Systems Company, 
120 Greenwich Street, New York, N. Y., 
looks like the familiar French-type hand- 
set, there the similarity ends. With this 
new device no power supply is needed for 
the transmitter; instead, vibrations of the 
speaker’s voice actuate the diaphragm to 
set up the voice currents which travel over 
the connecting wires. Unusual clearness 
and fidelity are claimed for the telephone, 
in addition to the no maintenance and no 
power supply features. It is said that 
any number of telephones may be con- 
nected for any purpose or service and 
communications carried on over distances 
of several hundred miles. Power, usually 
supplied by a dry battery, is of course 
required for the bell or buzzer calling 
system. 


VENTILATION SystEM—Autovent Fan & 
Blower Company, Chicago, Ill., offers the 
“Coolvent” system of ventilation as its con- 
tribution for summer comfort. System uses 
a propeller fan and may be installed to 
draw in cool evening air and force out hot 
air from closed-in spaces or to supply cool 
fresh air into the larger spaces of public 
buildings, stores or workrooms. Fans, 
which vary in size from 24 to 54 in., are 
driven by fractional-horsepower motors, 110 
or 220 volts, 60 cycles, single or three 
phase, and d.c. 


Running Time Meter—Operating time 
of a circuit, apparatus or system is auto- 
matically registered on the running time 
meter developed by R. W. Cramer & 
Company, Inc., New York, N. Y. Meter 
is connected in parallel with the appa- 
ratus of which operating time is to be 
registered. It is driven by a slow-speed 
synchronous motor which starts and runs 
continuously while the machine is operat- 
ing. Two types of meters are offered, 
one for registering total hours and for 
minutes. Both use a five-dial counter, 
indicating in tenths up to 9,999.9. Proc- 
essing and production machines, welders 
and time study are suggested applications. 


Air Cooters—New ideas for summer 
comfort include (1) American Blower 
Company’s (Detroit, Mich.) “Ventura” 
attic ventilation fan, which features a 
tapered top for ease of installation in 
imited quarters; (2) Kisco Company’s 
(St. Louis, Mo.) “Cool-CIRCLE-Ator” 
fan table. Designed for home, office or 
Store use, this combination of fan and 


table recirculates the cool air near the 
floor. 


A. C. Capactror—Designed for motor- 
starting and other a.c. applications in- 
volving a maximum of 20 starts per hour, 
each start of three seconds duration, the 
new type “ETN” dry electrolytic capaci- 


‘ors are hermetically sealed in small 
apm cans and externally insulated 
i 


an impregnated fiber sleeve or con- 
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tainer. 


Low power factor and freedom 
from internal corrosion are claimed char- 
acteristics of the capacitors, offered by 


Cornell-Dubilier Electric | Corporation, 
South Plainfield, N. J. They are recom- 
mended particularly for use with frac- 
tional-horsepower motors of the types used 
in refrigerators, oil burners and _ similar 
appliances. 


Acoustic PHone BootHus—For moder- 
ately noisy locations where space is lim- 
ited, the “Acousti-Booth” offered by the 
Acoustic Division, Burgess Battery Com- 
pany, of Chicago, Ill., is said to aid tele- 
phone hearing. Instead of trying to shut 
out extraneous noise, this booth absorbs 
it with a special lining of perforated 
metal backed by a soft sound absorbent. 
Two styles are offered as shown—No. 301 
for wall mounting and No. 401 for desk 
or table use. 


Mercury-INCANDESCENT FixtuRE — To 
provide a more pleasant light for accurate 
work, where it is necessary to show up 
fine detail, a mercury-vapor lamp is used 
in combination with incandescent lamps in 
the “Combination Dome” fixture of the 
Goodrich Electric Company, Chicago, Ill. 
A diffusing glass cylinder surrounding the 
mercury lamp prevents glare. 


Dousie-Capacitor Moror—High-torque, 
double-capacitor motors are recent addi- 
tions to the line of single-phase motors 
offered by Wagner Electric Corporation, 
St. Louis, Mo. Motor has two condensers 
of different value—a high 
value of capacitance for 
starting and a low value 
of capacitance for run- 
ning. Change in capaci- 
tance occurs at about 75 
per cent full-load speed 
by means of a centrifu- 
gal switch on the motor. 
Motors are available in 


Fan Table | _ 





Acoustic 
Phone Booths 





A.C. Capacitor 


110/220 volts, with 1/3, 44, 34 and 1 hp. 
ratings. High starting torque and low 
starting current are obvious features. 


TECHNICAL BULLETINS 


Etecrric Water Heatinc—As its name 
suggests, the Hotpoint “Handbook of Elec- 
tric Water Heating” is a pretty compre- 
hensive treatise on the subject. Intended 
primarily for the salesman, the booklet 
includes these headings: Customer Re- 
quirements and Maximum Capacities, Com- 
parison of Various Fuel-Consuming Do- 
mestic Water Heater Equipment, Installa- 
tions, as well as a thorough description 
of the company’s own product. Commercial 
and industrial application of electric water 
heating is discussed briefly. Copies are 
available from Edison General Electric 
Appliance Company, Chicago, Ill., priced 
at 25 cents each. 


VIBRATION Controt—Theory and prac- 
tice of vibration control are covered in a 
paper released by the Korfund Company, 
Inc., Long Island City, N. Y., and origi- 
nally presented by Mi. Rosenzweig, presi- 
dent, at the recent National Oil and 
Gas Power Meeting under the auspices 
of the A.S.M.E. Practical solutions for 
various vibration loss conditions are ex- 
plained. Numerous isolating materials 
and devices are analyzed from standpoints 
of relative advantages and proper appli- 
cations. 


VARNISHED CLotH Tape—New standards 
for black and yellow bias-cut varnished 
cloth tape have been printed in a single 
volume by the National Electrical Manu- 
facturers Association. Dimensions of the 
tapes, physical properties and tests, manu- 
facturing standards, information the pur- 
chaser should supply when ordering and 
information relating to inspection and 
rejection of shipments are covered in this 
publication, No. 38-50. Copies may be 
secured from N.E.M.A. headquarters, 155 
East 44th Street, New York, N. Y., at 9 


cents each. 
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Water Heating Council 
Names February Winners 


Two utility salesmen and a salesman 
dealer wrote the prize-winning letters 
on “How I Sell Electric Water Heaters” 
in the National Electric Water Heating 
Council’s contest for February. Albert 
Gruber, Washington Water Power Com- 
pany; Ruric R. Robertson, Boston 
Edison Company, and Stanley B. 
Stover, Littlestown, Pa., were winners 
in this contest, one of the year-long 
series. 

Three other National Electric Water 
Heating Council contests are open to 
utilities and dealers. For the best win- 
dow display, used between January 1 
and June 30, $250 in twelve prizes 
will be awarded. For the best news- 
paper advertising campaigns conducted 
by utilities or dealers, ending July 31, 
$400 in three prizes will be awarded. 
Finally, a cash prize of $1,000 and a 
national cup goes to the utility doing 
the best all-around electric water heater 
job in 1938. 


Navy to Expend $2,750,000 


on Plant Power Facilities 


Through the naval appropriation bill, 
recently signed by President Roosevelt, 
the Bureau of Yards and Docks, Navy 
Department, Washington, D.C., will 
secure an appropriation of $2,750,000 
for power plant and facilities in the 
Fourteenth Naval District. Of this 
amount, $2,250,000 is authorized for 
the purchase of power plant equip- 
ment and extensions in transmission 
and distributing lines, the remainder of 
the fund to be used for power station 
building and accessory work. Plans are 
scheduled to be drawn at an early date. 


Western Electric Open House 


Taking advantage of a slackening in 
business, Western Electric Company re- 
cently held “Open House” at its Chi- 
cago factory and continued it this 
week. An average of 3,500 visitors per 
night watched the manufacture of a 
telephone during the first week, with 
the demand for tickets exceeding capac- 
ity of the plant. 


Announces Control Relays 


Two new solenoid control relays, 
designed to provide pump-free control 
without the danger of overheating or 
otherwise injuring the solenoid coil or 
closing rectifier, are announced by the 
General Electric Company. They are 
designated for moderate and heavy 
duty respectively. Except for contact 
ratings, both types are similar. 


22 (1760) 


ales 


States 
Minne- 
apolis, Minn., plans expansion and im- 
provements in power plant at St. Cloud, 


Minn.—Northern 
of Minnesota, 


St. Croup, 
Power Company 


including installation of new generator 
unit and auxiliary equipment. Also, 
will make extensions in transmission and 
distributing lines in St. Cloud district, in- 
crease capacity of power substation with 
installation of transformers, switchgear 
and accessory equipment. Work will be 
carried out as part of 1938 expansion and 
betterment program, and is scheduled to 


begin soon. Cost estimated close to 
$200,000. 

Los AncELes, Catir.—Los_ Angeles 
Water and Power Bureau, 207 South 


Broadway, has plans maturing and will 
take bids at early date for new electric 
equipment and repair shop at 1530 John 
Street, to be three-story, 120x180 feet. 
Cost estimated at $350,000, with equip- 
ment. 


CHATTANOOGA, TENN. — Chattanooga 
Electric Power Board has authorized pur- 
chase of sites at Main and Sycamore 
Streets, and on Riverside Drive, respec- 
tively, for new power substations for 
municipal electrical distributing system, 
to be known as Substations Nos. 3 and 6, 
in order noted. Also, has authorized early 
call for bids for steel structures for these 
power substations, miscellaneous electrical 
equipment and complete auxiliary elec- 
trical apparatus, feeder cables, control 
cables, yard lighting facilities and other 
equipment (Contract 3-B). (Contracts 
for transformers and oil circuit breakers 
for these substations have been awarded). 
Each station will have a rating of 44-kv. 
H. R. Hunt & Company, Chattanooga 
Bank Building, Chattanooga, are archi- 


tects. R. G. Finley is chief engineer for 
Board. 


Cotumsus, Nes.—Has authorized sur- 
veys and final estimates of cost for pro- 
posed municipal electrical distributing sys- 
tem, including power substations and other 
operating facilities. Cost estimated about 
$250,000. Power will be secured from 
lines of Loup River Public Power District, 
Columbus. Leo B. Woerth is city engi- 
neer. 


TOMPKINSVILLE, Ky.—Has authorized 
surveys and estimates of cost for a munici- 
pal electrical distributing system, with 
power substation facilities and transmis- 
sion line connection for power supply 
from rural electrification lines in this 
vicinity. Patrick Sullivan is engineer. 


Hastincs, Nes. — Central Nebraska 
Power and Irrigation District, Third and 
St. Joseph Streets, Hastings, George E. 
Johnson, chief engineer and general man- 
ager, receives bids until June 7 for 
transmission lines as _ follows: 748,000 
lineal feet of copper or aluminum con- 
ductor for line from Jeffrey Canyon power 
plant to Johnson No. 2 generating station 
(Group 85); furnishing and erecting of 
structures required for transmission line 









OPPORTUNITIES 





just noted (Group 86); quantity of poles 
for such transmission line (Group 87). 
Also for 1,563,000 lineal feet of copper 
or aluminum conductor for transmission 
line from Johnson No. 2 power plant to 
Hastings (Group 88); furnishing and 
erecting of structures required for trans- 
mission line just noted (Group 89); quan- 
tity of poles for such transmission line 
(Group 90). And, for 1,723,000 lineal 
feet of copper or aluminum conductor for 
new transmission line from Hastings to 
Lincoln, Neb. (Group 91); furnishing and 
erecting structures required for transmis- 
sion line just noted (Group 92); quantity 
of poles for such transmission line (Group 
93). Also, for installation of trans 
formers, relays and connections for power 
substation (Group 94); and _ installation 
of additional equipment at power sub- 
station at Lincoln (Group 95). 


Mempuis, Tenn.—Memphis Light and 
Water Commission receives bids until 
June 16 for transmission and distributing 
lines in large section of East Memphis, as 
part of new municipal electrical distribu- 
tion system, including poles, wire and 
cable, line hardware and fittings, and 


other facilities. Cost estimated about 
$240,000. 

Houston, Tex. — Continental Supply 
Company, Continental Building, Dallas, 


Tex., manufacturer of oil-well and other 
machinery, plans installation of motors 
and controls, conveyors, power substation 
apparatus, electric hoists and other equip- 
ment in new plant on 10-acre tract of 
land on Buffalo Bayou, Houston, to com- 
prise several one-story units. Cost esti- 
mated over $800,000. Company is a sub- 
sidiary of Youngstown Sheet & Tube Com- 
pany, Youngstown, Ohio. 


Wasasu, Inp.—Northern Indiana Power 
Company, Indianapolis, plans extensions 
and improvements in primary and sec- 
ondary lines at Wabash and vicinity, in- 
cluding rebuilding of a number of lines 
to increase voltage from 2,300 to 4,150 
volts. Also will increase capacity of local 
high-tension power substation, with instal- 
lation of transformers, switchgear and ac- 
cessory equipment. Work is scheduled 
to begin soon. Cost close to $150,000. 


San Francisco, Cauir. — Bureau of 
Yards and Docks, Navy Department, Wash 
ington, will prepare plans and ask bids 
soon for new equipment storehouse at 
Mare Island Navy Yard, to include ix 
stallation of motors and controls, con- 
veyors, material-handling apparatus and 
other equipment. Appropriation of " 
000 has been authorized for structure 


FAYETTEVILLE, TENN.—Has plans matut- 
ing and will take bids in June for new 
municipal. electrical distribution system, 
including transmission line for connection 
with TVA high-tension system, from which 
power will be secured, power substation 
facilities and miscellaneous work. 
about $115,000. Financing has been af 
ranged through federal aid. 
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